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For a Selemn Faft and Humiliations 


IA y the Grace of GOD, King of Great Britain France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith; 
"RN « ad To Fo 3 e UT a Due Tone: Macers of Out Privy 
8 ETA . Council, Meſſengers at Arms, Our Sheriffs in that part, conjunctly and ſeverally ſpeciaily con- 
ſtitute Greeting Forasmuch, as, by Reaſon of many abounding heinous Sins and Prevocations; 
The Diſpleaſure and Wrath of Almighty GOD is very viſible againſt Us, and Out People, not 
only in the ſad Calamity, under which the Kingdom Tabouts, by reaſon of the Diſappointment, 
and failing of the Cropt and Fruits of the Greund, for the Year by paſt, whereupon ſuch Scarci- 
ty and Dearth did enſue, That the Poor of the Land have generally been ReCuced to the greateſt 
Extremity; But alſo, by the continuance of fach bad'V Veather, and ſo unnatural 2 Seaſon, as 
doth ſadly threaten the Mil-giving, and Blaſting of the preſent Gropt, and Fruits of the Ground, 
to the Increaſe ot that Diſtreſs, whereby the Kingdom is already A fflicted, and in hazard to be tuin 
ed, (if God in his Mercy prevent not) which certainly calls for our deepeſt Humiliation, and moſt 
earneft and fervent. Supplications to gur gracious God to avert it: VVhich Confideration, hath allo 

moved the Commiſſion of the late General 4ſicmbly, to Adreis the Lords of Our Privy Council, 

eped throughout this Kingdom; VVherefore, VVe with Advice of the Lords 

of Our Privy Council, appoint and Command a Day af: Stlawaaumiliation and Prayer, to be obſerved. ti rough this whole King» 
dom, that all. may put up fervent Prayers to C od; er © Wand Yorgivennels, And that he world turn away his Wrath, and 
keep off deſerved Judgement, and" ec Graciouſly bleſs BASIN Peop! with Seaſonable VVeather, for - In+ bringing the Fru:ts of 
the Ground, Aad alſo, that above all things, he would beſtow og Us and them, his Spiritual and Heavenly Bleflings, by the con- 
tinuing and proſpering of his Goſpel, and the Fruits there amongſt us, And We, with Advice foreſaid, Require and Command the 
ſaid Solemn Faſt, and Day of Humiliation, tobe Religiouſly-Obſerved and Keeped, by all Ranks and Degrees of People; upon the 


Days tollowing, -vis, Ia all the Planted Churches on this (ide the River of Tay, upon the twenty fifth day of 4ugeſt Inftant, and in 


all the Planted Churches of the reſt of this Kingdom, upon the Bight Day of September next to come: And in ſuch Churches, as are 
Vacant, upon (ſuch. Days, as ſhall be Appointed by the Presbytery of the Bounds, Certifying ſuch who ſhall Contema or Neglect the 
Dutitul Obſerving and Keeping of the ſaid Day of Humiliation; They. ſhall be proceeded againſt, as Contemners of Our Authorty, 
and Neglecters of ſuch a Neceſſary Duty: And ſeing, that on ſuch an Occafion, and for ſuch Cauſes, God doth more eſpecially re- 
quite the exerciſe of Chriſtian Charity and Compaſſion towards the Poor and Indigent, whoſe Pinching Straits and VVants, do at 
preſent lay them under the deepeſt diſtreſsand cry aloud to all fer theirHelp and Relieff,as they expect, ind would with that God ſhould be 


; oracious to them in the like Caſe z Therefore, VVe do further, with Adyice forefaid, ſeriouſly Recommend to all Our Cod Subjects, 
. to draw forth and extend their Chriſtian Charity, and Compaſſion towards the Poor and Indigent, by a Cheerful, and Liberal and Boua- 


titul Contribution, upon the ſaid Day of Humiliation and Lords Day thereaſter, 'as the beſt and moſt accept ible Expreſſions of their 


Sincerity and Earneſtneſs in the foreſaid Duty, And VVe peremptory Requlte and Command, that not only the Money to be Contribute 
and Collected upon the. Dayes foreſaid; · Bur likewiſe, ( it it ſhall be found needfull,) that all other Money formerly Collected, and 


by Bonds taken for the Product of ſuch Col. 


ſtill lying in Chutch- Boxes, or in the hands of Kirk geſſions, or lent out upon Intereſt, 
lections, be inſtantly uplifted, imployed and wared out for buying of ViRual, and other. neceſſars for relief of the Poor, within the 
Bounds of the Paroches to which the ſaids Collections and Bonds do belong, And that at the fight of the Miniſters and Elders, with 
concourſe of ſuch Heretors as ſhall. Joyn with them, within the ſaids- reſpective Paroches, by theſe already Iatraſted, or who ſhall be 
Intruſted by the (aids Miniſters and Elders, . and Hereters with the over fight of the Poor in the ſaids Bounds, to the Effect the ſaid Vic. 


tual, and other neceſfars, for the relief of the poor, may be Orderly, and Pro rtionally diſtribut ameng them, efleiring to their ſever- 
all Indigencies. And We again, Require and Command, all Miniſters of the Goſpel, and others fore 


Ul 1 \nd WW. - M | aid, to applye themſelves dili- 
gently to the foreſaid pious V.Vork, for the Supplye aud Relief of the Poor, as they will be Anſwetable to Cod, 15 Us thereanent: 


. 
. 


OUR VVILL IS HEREFORE, And VVe Charge you ſtrialy, and Command, That in continent theſe Our Letters 


ſeen, ye paſs to the Mercat Croſs of Edisbargb, and to the remanent Mercat Croſſes of the Head Burghs of the ſeveral Shires, and 


Steuarties within this Kingdom, and in Our Name and Authority; make Publication hereof, that none pretend Tonoranc . 5 
. Ordain Our Solicitor to diſpatch Copies hereof, to the Shetiffs- of the ſeveral Shires. and Steuarts of ee n 

or Clerks to be by them Publiſhed ar the Mercat · Croſſes oi the Head Burghs, upon receipt thereof, and immediatel 
Miniſters to the Effect they may Read and Intimate the lame, from their 5 


and their Deputs, 
0 8 e the teveral 
| E ] te th Fulpits upon the Lords Day immediate] ing th 
Diyes above appoiate 1 ad Ordains theſe Preſents to be Ptinted, and Publiſhed Bs pop apathy of Giyen lis Onr Sieber i 
" Edinburgh, the ſevent d y of 4. get, and of Our Reign the Eighth Near, 1696. ir u Dr 2 5 
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Tie din Dominorum Secreti Concilii, 
T 6 IT. BL1OT cn. Sti Concilii, - 
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